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quarters an hour, when a sudden shock attacked the house so violently, that it threw down tiles, windows, chimneys and all It presently came into my head what was the occasion, and, as my fears suggested, so it proved: for running to the dooi, I saw a cloud ascending from the spot I left the powder pitched upon In haste making up to which, nothing was to be seen but the bai e circle upon which it had stood The bed was blown quite away, and the poor lieutenant all to pieces, seveial of his limbs being found separate, and at a vast distance fiom each other, and particularly an arm with a ring on one of the fingers The matiosses weie, if possible, in a yet worse condition, that is, as to manglement and luceiation All the soldiers who weie standing, and anything near, weie struck dead Only such as lay sleeping on the ground escaped, and of those one assured me, that the blast removed him seveial feet fiom his place of repose In short, inqumng into this deploiable disastei, I had this account: that a pig lunning out of the town, the soldiers endeavomed to intercept its retum, but dnving it upon the matrosses, one of them, who wasjealous of its getting back into the hands of the soldiers, drew his pistol to shoot it, which was the source of this miseiable catastiophe The lieutenant carried along with him a bag of dollars to pay the soldiers' quaiteis, of which the people, and the soldiers that were saved, found many, but blown to an inconceivable distance.
With those few soldiers that remained alive, I proceeded, according to my oideis, to Kequina, where, when I arrived, I gave General Windham an account of the disaster at St. Jo#o As such it tioubled him, and not a little on account of the disappointment However, to make the best of a bad maiket, he gave orders for the forming of a mine, under an old castle, winch was part of the wall. As it was ordered, so it was begun, more in tet i orem, than with any expectation of success from it as a mine Nevertheless, I had scarce began to fi ame the oven of the mine, when those within the town desired to capitulate This being all we could aim at, under the miscanuge of our powder at St Jago (none being yet amved to supply that defect), articles were readily granted thorn, puisuant to which, that part of the garrison, which was composed of Castihan gentry, had liberty to go whexe-ever they thought best, and the rest were made prisoners of war* Bequma being thus reduced to the obedience of Charles IIL,